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L Tﬁe‘aheet' Metal Factory was located in a depression among the Borsod hills
putside of the town of Borsodnddasd /HB0BN-2015¥/; which 1s about 16 kn,

south of Ozd /NBL3N-2018E7. Bgcause of the hilly terrsin surrounding the
factory, there was hardly any. possibility of expanding it, 'The factory
occupied an area of 100 x 400 m., and within the compound were the following:

*a, Main Workshop »

b. TWarehouse for Finished Products ,

¢, Storags Building for Aukiliary Materials

d, Administration Buildifig

e. House of Culture and Factory Garages

f, PFactory Yard o ) )

- Z¢ The' Main Workshop was a one-story building, 35 x 200 m. It consisted of two
perts. -In the front part were 12 hot-milling twin cylinders and three or four
glowing furnsces, In the Year part of the workshop there were tempering furnaces.
There were also two .electric furnaces, each of ons ton capacity.

3¢ The - Warehouse for Finished Products was located north of the Main

Workshop., It oécuﬁied an ares 4O x 60 m, This building was ususlly
_gmpty because of the grest demand for finished products. The trucks
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from enterprises using the plates manufactured in the factory tfaps-
ported them right from the loading ramp, and often walted in the yard
for plates to be finished. Thus there was no necessity for storing

‘the finished products. This Warehouse was headed by (fnu) CSOMA, 25X1A
on

urder the direction of the Materilals and Goods D
of the Foundries and Machine Industries Ministry

On the left-hand side of the Main Workshop, facing the entrance, was
a new two-story building 40 x 20 m. for storing auxiliary materials.
Pactory offices were located on the second floor of this building.

On the right-hand side, near the entrance to the factory, was a
building, 15 x 30 m., in which were located the factory administration
offices, the seoretary's office, and the office of the technical
management of the factory.

On the square faoing the factory were the House of Culture and the
factory garages.

Along the road leading from the factory to the tbwn there were long
rows of living quarters for factory officials and workers. These
buildings had been constructed before World War II.

In the yard of the factory large quantities of basic materials were
kept in the open. Part of the yard was reserved for cranes.

The factory had 12 hot-milling twin ecylinders, three or four glowing
furnaces, and two electric furnaces of one ton capaeity each. The
cylinders could not be produced in Hungary because of the lack of
reverberatory furnaces. Untlil 1950 the eylinders were ilmported from
West Germany. The last shipment of 12 cylinders from West Germany

in 1950 was held up by US authorities in Linz and later returned to
West (erman enterprises. As a result of thils, sheet metal produetion
fell off in the Borsodnadasd Sheet Metal Factory. In order to remedy
the sltuyation the Hungarian Government ordered cylinders from Poland.
Of the five cyllnders delivered by Poland in 1951, two cracked after
a few hours of use and the remaining three cracked within two months.
The damage amounted to more than one million forints. In contrast

to this, West German cylinders had lasted more than one year.

Because of the poor quality of Polish cylinders, in 1951 an agreement
wes made with the 3oviet Unlon for the purchase of eylinders for 1952,
The import of ecylinders was managed by the state trading agenecy
METALIMPEX (Magyar Aceliparl Kuelkereskedelmi Vallalat - Hungarian
Forelgn Trade Enterprise for Steel Industry). But the Soviet ecylinders
were no better than the Polish.

The 0zd Metallurgical Works supplied the Borsodnadasd Sheet Metal
Factory with Ingots and blocks of Bteel necessary for the production
of sheet metal. It also supplied the factory with iron needed by the
electrlic furnaces. However the work of these furnaces was frequently
interrupted for several hours or even several days because of delay
in delivery of iron. The 0zd Works also suppllied the factory, as
well as the municipality of Borsodnadasd, with electric power. The
factory wag connected with the 0zd Works by a narrow-gauge rallroad
track. The necessary coal was obtalned at the site of the factory,
where 1t was transported on conveyor belts from the mine. '

This was the only fine sheet milling factory in Hungary. The sheet
metal produced was 0.1 - 3 mm. thick, the maximum size 2 x 3 meters.
It was black, polished, tinned, or galvanized. All of Hungarian .
industry was dependent on this factory for fine metal sheet, which
had manifold uses, from radio condensers to automobile bodies.
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After being rolled to the desired thickness, the metal sheet was
cut on the cutting machines to required slze, piled up, and trans-
ported to the tinning and galvanizing sectlons. The hot milling
consisted in milling ingots and steel blocks at 800 degrees C.

. During this process the eylinders had a temperature of 300 degrees

C. Sheet metal scrap left over after cutting was pressed by*machines

. 4nto bundles of 100 kg. and sold pack to the 0zd Metallurgilcal

Works for re-use.

The factory employed 1300 - 1,500 workers (women worked only in
offices), and operated in three shifts. . The workshop was badly
ventilated. It ‘'was full of smoke and gases from the hot metal,
and the temperature was 50 - 60 degrees C. The work tempo was
exhausting because the workers were constantly driven to produce

. more in order to fulfill the high norms. This speed actually caused

frequent stoppage of work because of eracking cylinders. The workers
had to make up for the time lost through breakdowns. ‘

In March 1952 (fru) TOTH was director of the factory. He was about
40 years old, of medium build, slender, bald, with blue eyes and a
narrow face. He was 2 laborer in the 0zd Metallurgical Works before
he was appointed director of the Borsodnadasd Sheet Metal Factory in
the Summer of 1951. For several months previous to his appointment

 there had been no director, and the factory was managed during that

period by a senlor technical specialist.
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